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should fail to return to France by the end of the year. A fortnight
before Christmas they made Louis inform the Elector of Trier
that, unless the royalists in his dominions were expelled, France
would invade his territory.

The Emperor Leopold could scarcely permit the invasion of any
part of the Empire without going to war. Yet this, so long as
Britain remained neutral, he was anxious not to do. He therefore,
while warning France that he would resist if Trier was invaded,
brought pressure to bear on the Emigres to remove elsewhere. This
evoked a renewed clamour in the French Chamber for strong
measures. For the Girondins saw their way to power on the back of a
European war. It was the shortest cut to a dictatorship. Popular
interest in the Revolution was beginning to flag;l hostility was
aroused by interference with religion, administrative anarchy and
the inflation caused by a reckless issue of paper assignats on confiscated
church lands. Only hatred of the foreigner could reunite the
country behind the Revolution. A crusaae against the Austrian
despot was the Girondins' trump card. " War,' cried their leader,
Brissot, " is a national benefit: the only calamity to be dreaded is
that we should have no war." On January nth, 1792, amid shouts
of " Liberty or death! " the Assembly voted that the Emperor
should renounce his project of a European demarche against France
or face invasion.

Confronted by this threat, the Emperor signed a defensive alliance
with Prussia in which he promised to indemnify that very exacting
State for its military expenses. For in view of their rivalry in the
east he could not afford to act without it. Unlike Leopold, the King
of Prussia had no objection to war provided it could be conducted
without expense. He disliked the Revolution and, having been
bribed by Russia with a promise of Polish territory at the expense
of Austria, wanted to commit the latter's armies to a struggle in the
west. The first brunt of war would fall on the Austrian Nether-
lands; it would then be easy to invent an excuse for husbanding
his own armies.

Yet so long as Leopold lived there was still hope of peace. His
sudden death on March ist destroyed it. His successor, Francis II,
was a narrow, pedantic young man of reactionary views, much in

1 In the recent mayoral election in Paris only 6,600 out of 80,000 electors
had recorded their votes.